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2 Introduction to the Testing Guide 

2.1 About this document 
This document provides step by step instructions on how to test your API service. Please ensure you have an existing API 

subscription and a valid API Key and API endpoint to work with. 

If you have not yet logged in and created your API subscription, you need to do this first. Please follow the API Subscription 

Guide. 

2.2 What you will need 
1. Valid API Key 

2. Valid API endpoint 

3. Valid input parameter 

4. Testing facility e.g. Postman, Soap UI, Excel 

2.3 Important API Information 
Xoserve API’s should not be used as end user solutions. The API’s are built to be integrated with end user systems and 

applications. The methods used within this document should be used for testing only. If you require any support on 

understanding the API’s and how they should be used, please contact Xoserve. 

3 Testing Using Postman 

3.1 Input required parameters 
 

Open the Postman application and enter the API endpoint you want to test. Xoserve API’s will only work with GET requests, so 

ensure the request is set to GET. 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter API endpoint here 



 

Xoserve Limited Page 4 of 7
 Xoserve API Testing Guide 

 

Select the ‘Header’ tab. Enter ‘APIKey’ as the Header Name and then copy and paste your valid API Key into the space 

provided. 

 

  

Select the ‘Params’ tab. Using the API Technical Specification as a guide, enter a valid input parameter (e.g. mprn) using the 

correct parameter name. If you are testing the Try Before You Buy service, please ensure your input parameter is taken from 

the Try Before You Buy dataset. If you do not have this dataset, please contact Xoserve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enter valid API Key here 

Enter valid input parameter here 
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Select ‘Send’ to trigger the API. The response will be displayed in the space below. 
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4 Testing Using Excel 
 

4.1 Setting Up 
Open a blank Excel workbook and select the ‘Data’ tab. 

Select ‘Get Data’ > ‘From Other Sources’ > ‘From Web’ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Select the ‘Advanced’ option.  

Input the valid API endpoint in the URL section. 

Using the API Technical Specification as a guide, enter a valid input 

parameter (e.g. mprn) using the correct parameter name in this format: 

?mprn=xxxxxxxxxxxx 

If you are testing the Try Before You Buy service, please ensure your input 

parameter is taken from the Try Before You Buy dataset. If you do not have 

this dataset, please contact Xoserve. 

 

 

 

Enter a valid API Key in the HTTP 

request header parameters 

(optional). 

 

Select ‘Connect’ 
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Select ‘Supplier: Record’ 

 

 

 

All data associated to the input parameter should now be displayed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


